
TRENDS IN CONGRESSIONAL APPORTIONMENT

STUDENT VERSION

Activity Item
The following item is part of this activity and appears at the end of this student version.

• Item 1: 2010 Census Brief — Congressional Apportionment

Student Learning Objectives
• I will be able to understand how to calculate a state’s numbers of seats in the  

U.S. House of Representatives.

• I will be able to identify trends in congressional apportionment.

• I will be able to analyze the relationship between population and apportionment to understand the 
distribution of congressional power in the United States.
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1. Read Item 1: 2010 Census Brief — Congressional Apportionment. Then summarize the congressional 
apportionment method used in 2010.

2. Use the choropleth map, Figure 1 in Item 1, to summarize the apportionment changes seen across the 
United States between 2000 and 2010.

3. Use Figure 2 in Item 1 to answer the following questions.

a. Which region had the smallest percentage distribution of seats in the U.S. House of Representatives in 
2010? Write the percentage, and describe what factors you think contributed to this apportionment.

b. Which region had the largest percentage distribution of seats in the U.S. House of Representatives in 
2010? Write the percentage, and describe what factors you think contributed to this apportionment.

http://www.census.gov/schools


c. Which region saw the biggest decrease in its percentage of House representation between 1910 and 
2010, and by how many percentage points did it decrease?

d. Which region saw the biggest increase in its percentage of House representation between 1910 and 
2010, and by how many percentage points did it increase?

e. Which region saw the smallest change in its percentage of House representation between 1910 and 
2010? Did it increase or decrease, and by how much?
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4. Use the formula from Page 6 of Item 1 (copied below) and the total population data from Table 1 on Page 2 
to calculate the first five priority values (PVs) for your state in 2010, using n = 2 through n = 6, since each 
state’s first seat assignment is automatic. Show your work and write your answers in the following table, 
rounding to the nearest whole number.

PV(n) = 
State Apportionment Population

n  (n-1)*

n = the next potential seat number

n Population / (n * (n - 1)) PV

2

3

4

5

6
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5. Refer to Page 7 of Item 1 to answer the following questions.

a. Which groups of U.S. citizens living overseas were included in the state apportionment population 
count in 2010?

b. Which groups of non-U.S. citizens were included in the state apportionment population 
count in 2010?

c. Do you think any population group that was counted in 2010 should not have been, or vice versa? 
Explain.
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Item 1: 2010 Census Brief — Congressional Apportionment
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Item 1: 2010 Census Brief — Congressional Apportionment (Continued)
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Item 1: 2010 Census Brief — Congressional Apportionment (Continued)
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Item 1: 2010 Census Brief — Congressional Apportionment (Continued)
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Item 1: 2010 Census Brief — Congressional Apportionment (Continued)
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Item 1: 2010 Census Brief — Congressional Apportionment (Continued)
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Item 1: 2010 Census Brief — Congressional Apportionment (Continued)

www.census.gov/prod/cen2010/briefs/c2010br-08.pdf

Click on the link above to view the item online.
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